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Gallatin Board of Health Zoom Meeting Recap 
 
The call included a presentation by Matt Kelley on current trends and conditions and a 

summary of the proposed extended and amendment for phased re-opening: Phase 2.  This was 
followed by public comment.   
 
Common Comment Themes:  

• Closure of Bars and Restaurants at 10pm (currently 12:30) Many business owners that 
stressed that this restriction would have significant financial impact.  Many vocalized 
that they could manage the 50% occupancy, but not the operating hour restriction.  
Disagreement about the 10pm selection – weather it was arbitrary or effective.  There 
was consideration among the board to amend the hour to 11pm as a compromise, but 
the final decision was to stick to the 10pm closing hour.  An amendment was agreed to 
on the limitation of 6/table to not apply to children under 18 in a family.  (ex: Family of 7 
with children under 18)  
 

• Schools Returning to in School Sessions – Much misunderstanding and questions 
concerning the BOH’s jurisdiction of the schools and if the schools were waiting on 
direction from the Health Department.  Matt clarified that the BOH could intervene if 
the schools and children were driving the pandemic, but that’s not indicated locally or 
nationally. The school board has not relinquished their control to the BOH as suggested 
by some commenters.  

 
• Enforcement of Mandates – Majority of comments were in favor of enforcement of 

existing restrictions, some voicing this desire over additional restrictions.   Matt 
responded that they need help from law enforcement, elected officials, and the 
community.  The community can be effective with “voting with their feet”.  Call business 
owners and let them know that you aren’t visiting their establishment because they 
aren’t following restrictions.  A suggestion that MSU look into extending their Code of 
Conduct to address restriction violations by students off campus.   
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• Correlation Between Restrictions and Behavioral Health/Suicide – Matt acknowledged 
that COVID is weighing heavily on us all and that additional restrictions will create 
additional demands on behavioral health services.  This is a need for more federal help.   

 

 

 

 


